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Welcome to The Resistance, the ninth issue of GirlTalk Magazine! 

Dear Readers,

 We are living in a time with unprecedented levels of rapid communication and instantaneous interac-
tion. Therefore, it is not surprising to wake up one day and see a hashtag advocating for a specific issue or 
exposing a hidden truth flood the global web. Stories are highlighted, experiences are defined, and informa-
tion is shared amongst people from every walk of life in every corner of the globe. Often times, this interac-
tion is heightened with the rise of controversial social justice resistance movements. #MeToo and #TimesUp 
have mobilized national conversations about sexual assault protections and accountability. #BlackLivesMatter 
has stimulated new policies for police accountability and debates over persisting racist policies. Millions of 
people have allied themselves in solidarity with social justice issues, but despite the unity created through 
these hashtags, popular movements often find themselves in question over debates of application, concerns 
over inclusivity, and more. 

 The Resistance is GirlTalk’s 9th issue, exploring the complications behind popular resistance move-
ments. Articles tackle a wide variety of issues, from highlighting dance companies such as “Contratiempo” 
which utilize dance as a resistance medium against colonization and gender roles to discussing radicalizing 
the #MeToo movement to become more inclusive of marginalized minorities. The Women’s March is ana-
lyzed, with articles about its debate over antisemitism and how the women’s march in America can translate 
to other movements in countries such as the Netherlands. The Resistance aims to unpack nuances of the 
motivations and mobilization behind different social justice movements gripping the world today.

 We hope you enjoy.

       Happy Holidays,

Eunice and Charlotte
GirlTalk Co-Editors in Chief

GIRLTALK MAGAZINE
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Pittsburgh Synagogue 
Shooting Victims

Irving Younger (69)
Melvin Wax (87)
Rose Mallinger (97)
Bernice Simon (84)
Sylvan Simon (86)
Jerry Rabinowitz (66)
Joyce Fienberg (75)
Richard Gottfried (65) 
Daniel Stein (71)
Cecil Rosenthal (59)
David Rosenthal (54)

11 people in the syna-
gogue, Tree of Life, were 
killed for practicing their 
religion. Anti-semitism is 
real and these innocent 
people lost their lives 

because of it. This is dev-
astating,  tragic, and not 
okay. GirlTalk Magazine 
is disheartened and dev-

astated by these losses. We 
pray for all those affected 
and we say the names of 
those who lost their lives. 
We will never forget you. 

by Alyse
Rovner

OAKWOOD 
SECONDARY

SCHOOL
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Resistance has played a 
huge role in society for centuries. 
Certain acts of resistance have 
impacted our current world in 
immense ways, and certain meth-
ods of resistance in history have 
slowly faded away in our political 
climate. Forms of resistance can 
range from peaceful protests, 
conventions, and letter writings 
to violent and deadly battles and 
riots. America has experienced all 
of the above throughout history. 
There are many examples of 
events that occurred in America 
that involved resistance, but this 
article will display the history of 
women’s resistance, and how it 
impacted America today. 

First, let’s go back into the 
mid-1800s when the women’s 
suffrage movement began. Acts 
of resistance generally start by 
someone experiencing something 
unjust and gathering allies to 
fix the problem. According to 
the National Women’s History 
Museum and history.com, the 
women's suffrage movement 
first began when Lucretia Mott 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were 
arrested and put behind barres 
when they attempted to attend 
an anti-slavery convention. This 
prompted the two of them to hold 
their first Women’s rights con-
vention in 1848. After this, many 
conventions and meetings were 
held and more and more women 

WOMEN'S 
RESISTANCE
Throughout History

throughout the country started to 
get themselves involved. 

Many peaceful protests 
were held for Women’s suffrage 
throughout history and this lead 
to Women constantly bringing 
this topic to the Senate, and con-
stantly getting rejected. However, 
these women would not back 
down, and they finally received 
their right to vote in a few states 
in the 1890s. In 1920, women in 
America gained full suffrage. 

These forms of resistance 
against anti-suffrage groups, 
anti-feminist senators, and many 
disrespectful men lasted for 80 
years. It takes a minute to soak 
in the fact that it took 80 years 
for all women America to simply 
have the right to vote. Looking 
back on these historical 80 years 
for women’s history, there are a 
few questions everyone can ask 
themselves about feminist resis-
tance in history and what we can 
learn from it. What did it take for 
these women to gain their right 
to vote in America? It took allies, 
patience, organization, and lots 
of empowerment. Also, these 
women all had different ideas 
of women’s resistance, but they 
worked together to find a clear 
purpose to display to the world. 
They worked as one group for 
one right at a time, they didn’t 
try to fix every single problem at 
once. 

The final question is, how 
does all of this relate to current 
issues in America today, and what 
can we do to improve our ways 
of feminist resistance? First of 
all, notice how hard it was for 
those women to get the Senate 
and Congress to notice them and 
learn how to treat them right in 
this country, and notice how even 
though they gained their right to 
vote, they didn’t necessarily gain 
the respect from all of the men 
surrounding them. Notice how 
women still aren’t paid as much 
as men, and notice how boys in 
school are constantly calling girls 
“sluts.” Notice how woman after 
women have come out and have 
accused men of sexually assault-
ing them, and notice the number 
of men that have actually been 
penalized for it. These women 
worked their hardest and they 
were rewarded. However, we can 
learn that there is a lot of hate 
and horrible actions committed 
towards women and girls, and it’s 
our turn to resist it. 

It is our turn to decide what 
we want to fight for next and 
gain as many allies as we can. 
It is our turn to stop working in 
thousands of different women’s 
rights groups around America 
and start using all our minds to 
make a huge change. It is time 
to move forward in America, not 
back. 

Lily Kramon
OAKWOOD SECONDARY SCHOOL

THE

GIRLTALK MAGAZINE
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Lola Bodé
OAKWOOD SECONDARY SCHOOL

THE

T
he long-lived 
stereotype of the 
infamous “angry 
black woman” 
haunts me. As a 
woman of color 

myself, I constantly live in an ide-
ology of not “over-opinionating” 
for the sake of my reputation. I’d 
rather not sound like a professor 
of African-American women 
studies, but for as long as I can 
remember, the shouting, sassy, 
“don’t bullshit the bullshitter,” 
attitude of black women is all I 
saw in the media. Growing up 
watching television shows and 
seeing a woman of color pop 
up on screen, their character 
seemed to always be plagued as 
the fierce, “hold my hoops,” best 
friend or the rude and short-tem-
pered nurse. Rarely did I see a 
calm and collected, independent 

black woman (and if I did, it was 
usually a ruse before the char-
acter starting throwing pans or 
throwing hands). As I got older, I 
learned (or rather heard) about 
the stereotype to try to break 
away from as a strong black girl; 
the stereotype of the ABG. 

I don’t fully identify with 
black myself as I am mixed, so in 
a lot of ways, I felt like I had an 
advantage that some of my peers 
did not. I had the advantage of 
not necessarily “looking black” 
and the advantage of going to 
two very progressive, “love every 
kind of person,” schools. It seems 
that things are getting better 
media-wise, with shows such as 
Insecure that follows a self-suf-
ficient millennial black woman 
and her friends. Or the constant 
stream of new musical hits from 
artists such as The Queen herself, 

Beyonce, Afro-Latina rapper Cardi 
B, or the new RnB/pop singer 
Sza. I find myself still surfacing 
these ideas of the ABW, whether 
it is Beyonce’s album Lemonade 
which features her throwing off 
her wedding ring after singing a 
song titled “Don’t Hurt Yourself.” 
Or her smashing a baseball bat 
through a fire hydrant during her 
song “Hold Up.” 

What frustrated me is not 
actually the acts of rage shown 
during the HBO album movie 
Lemonade, but was the fact 
that I first associated it with the 
stereotype of an ABW rather 
than a wife who was hurt by her 
spouse. I was angry at myself for 
assuming this album was “just 
another angry black lady.” And 
that was coming from me, an 
avid member of the beehive. 

That’s when I decided 

that black women had a lot to 
actually be angry for. That’s when 
I realized that black women 
deserved to be angry. It’s angry 
black women and men alike who 
fought for basic civil rights and 
won it. The angry black women 
were empowered women. They 
are empowered women. These 
are hard-working women who 
are always misunderstood. Not 
only is it hard to be a woman in 
America, but to be a black wom-
an in America, working full-time 
you would’ve earned 61 cents 
for every dollar white, non-His-
panic men earned in 2017. As 
said by Malcolm X, "The most 
disrespected woman in America, 
is the Black Woman. The most 
unprotected person in America 
is the Black Woman. The most 
neglected person in America is 
the Black Woman."
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A still from the video for 
"Hold Up", a track off of
Beyoncé's 2016 album Lemonade

DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019
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by Alyse Rovner
OAKWOOD SECONDARY SCHOOL

The Women’s March organization co-hosted a march 
for racial justice in 2018, in response to the unjust treatment 
of black men by police officers. Many women who believe 
strongly in racial justice and equality wanted to attend and 
make their voices heard; however, not all could attend. The 
march was set to be on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year 
for the Jewish people.

But in a cruel twist of intersectional fate, the march has been 
scheduled to coincide with Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the 
Jewish Calendar—which means I and many of my racially 
conscious Jewish Comrades will be unable to take part. 
      

Ben Faulding

In response to people's’ concerns, the Women’s March 
refused to change the date, leaving out many Jews who wanted 
to participate. This was the first act of anti-semitism noticed by 
the public within the women’s march movement, and a shock 
to me. I did not want to believe that the Women’s March an 
organization I supported were excluding Jews: they were not 
taking the holiest day of the Jewish calendar into consider-
ation and were ignoring all feedback to change the date.

More recently, the women’s march has been vocal via Ins-
tagram concerning the act of anti-semitism in Pittsburgh, and 
I was relieved to see that they were posting in solidarity and 
paying tribute to those innocent victims. I felt like the Wom-
en’s march was taking a step forward in the right direction: 
recognizing these intersectional identities, and injustice.

However, I wish the Women’s March had continued on 
this path to becoming accepting of Jews within the movement. 

This path towards inclusivity became questioned by Women’s March co-pres-
ident Tamika Mallory’s presence at a speech Farrakhan gave at the Nation of 
Islam in February. Farrakhan made anti-semitic comments, referring to “jews 
as [his] enemy” and equating “jews” to the “satanic” devil. This caused a lot 
of controversies, regarding Women’s March and its support of anti-semitism, 
prompting the women’s march to release a statement in defense of the Wom-
en’s March’s true values and mission.

It’s become clear, amidst this media storm, that our values and our mes-
sage have — too often — been lost. That loss caused a lot of harm and a lot 
of pain. We should have been faster and clearer in helping people understand 
our values and our commitment to fighting anti-semitism. We regret that.

Trying to dismantle oppression, while working within systems of oppres-
sion, is hard. We are deeply invested in building better and deeper relationships 
with the Jewish community. And we’re committed to deepening relationships 
with any community who has felt left out of this movement. We want to create 
space where all are welcome.

We are trying to build an intersectional women’s movement. That is a 
monumental task that is hard, it is messy. We are here for every hard conversa-
tion, we are thankful for the folks who have reached out to us directly, and who 
have spoken up more broadly, and we extend an invitation to everyone who 
has not yet reached out to do so.

        
Women’s March, I truly hope that the Women’s March continues to be more 
inclusive of its Jewish counterparts and the Jewish people in general. I want to 
be able to support a movement that has not undermined my existence.

A note to Women’s March:
Be inclusive. Genuinely follow through on your mission to take into 

account intersectional identities, and understand your anti-semitic past, so that 
this organization can change for the better.

AND IS IT 
BECOMING 

MORE 
INCLUSIVE?

GIRLTALK MAGAZINE
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WOMEN'S 
RIGHTS 

in the

NETHERLANDS
by Mason Maxam
OAKWOOD SECONDARY SCHOOL

With all that is happening with the wom-
en’s rights movement in the United 

States, we sometimes forget to look at coun-
tries other than our own. Although many 
countries are behind us in their feminist 
movements, many countries are years ahead 
of us. A great example of this is the country 
of Holland. 

I discovered this while talking to my best 
friend who is Dutch and grew up in Holland. 
She talked to me about many issues, and our 
quick discussion made me think about my 
country in a new way. 

Up until 1956, men and women's roles in 
the Netherlands were firmly divided along a 
traditional gender line. 

There were no married women working 
in Dutch civil service positions and when 
women got married they automatically lost 

Contra Tiempo is a dance company that 
sheds light on important issues. Every person 
in the dance company is unique in their 

own way and brings some of their cultural 
backgrounds into the pieces they create. 
Music, sound, and movement are the methods 
through which this multi-cultural creative 
group convey the messages they want people 
to have. Their latest piece “JoyUS, JustUS” 
plays with gender roles, motherhood, identity, 
and colonization, among other things. The 
positivity that it spreads is really moving and 
appropriate to our current political climate. 
One example of turning negative thoughts 
into a positive statement is the rewriting of 
the phrase “you have the right to remain 
silent” into “you have the right to remain 
joyous.” Especially as a brown, Latinx 
woman, the videos I have seen utilizing this 
phrase against my people are hurtful so the 
change they made to make it positive was 

heartwarming. Everything in the performance 
is original, from the movement to the music. 
In fact, each of the dancers has a vocal part at 
one point or another. In addition, each of the 
artists involved has the opportunity to add a 
piece of themselves into the show in any way 
they would like. For example, the mother-
hood piece had some inspiration from one 
of the dancers who was actually pregnant. 
This piece is truly special to me and I think 
that other people who watched it also found 
it really inspirational. The people who were 
involved in the creative process really put 
their heart and soul into it and you can tell 
by the final product. The energy and positivity 
that they spread are immense and I can’t wait 
to see what they do next to keep spreading 
the love.

their job. That soon changed, in 1960, when 
the Netherlands took a firm stance against 
sexism. 

Since then, many smart changes have 
been made. In fact, more women in the Neth-
erlands graduate from high school, college, 
and graduate school than men. 

While researching all of this, the issue of 
maternity leave really caught my eye. To give 
some perspective, the United States does not 
guarantee paid maternity leave. 

California, New Jersey, and Rhode Island 
are the only three states who provide paid 
maternity leave. 

Even then, it is usually only six weeks of 
sometimes paid leave. Meanwhile, in Holland, 
16 weeks of fully paid leave is offered to all 
mothers. 

Also, fathers living in Holland are guar-
anteed five days of paid leave, whereas in the 

three states in the US that provide paternity 
leave give partial pay.

Although Holland is strides ahead of us 
in some aspects, when it comes to reported 
sexual violence, the numbers are equal.  
Some reports have stated that 18% of Dutch 
women have experienced sexual assault. 

In the United States, around 20% of 
women have been victims of sexual assault. 

Because the Netherlands is arguably 
ahead of us in basic equality in the work-
place, it is surprising that the statistics are so 
similar.

Through reading about the similarities 
and differences between the two countries, I 
have learned the true complexities of equality 
and women’s rights. There isn’t just one fix 
all solution that will solve the many problems 
that women face worldwide. 

Just because you have a fair and equal 
workplace doesn’t mean sexual assault will 
decrease. 

Although all of this is true, fixing the way 
the United States provides maternity leave 
would be a great place to start. 

Researching, learning, and borrowing 
from different country ’s laws, beliefs, and 
ways of life can help us grow as a nation. 
The Netherlands is only one example of 
many countries whose treatment of women 
is different and sometimes better than that of 
our own. 

It's time that we stop hiding behind the 
power of our country, and start using that 
power to fix the plethora of issues that face 
our nation. 

CONTRA
TIEMPO

Spreading
Their Message 

Through Dance
by Fiorella Murillo

OAKWOOD 
SECONDARY 

SCHOOL

DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019
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There was hardly a morning in the 1960s 
when young Torie Osborn didn’t spring out of 
bed, eager to conquer the challenges facing 
her generation. Today, the lifelong activist and 
nonprofit organizer persists as an invigorat-
ing force to modern social justice movements. 
There’s a lot to learn from Torie.

As a teenager in Philadelphia, she spent 
her weekends marching the streets and vocal-
izing her rage over the Vietnam War. When 
she wasn’t marching, she was absorbed in a 
nonfiction book or magazine. As a lesbian, 
she didn’t care to partake in the conversations 
girls around her were having about boys. 
Activism was the best outlet for her passion 
for confronting injustice face-to-face.

by Charlotte Kramon
OAKWOOD SECONDARY SCHOOL

Torie 
Osborn

REFLECTING ON

Because passion was an innate part 
of Osborn’s character, she grew up in an 
excellent time period. During her teenage 
years, the country was erupting with turmoil 
through the civil rights movement, and later, 
women’s liberation, environmentalism, and 
LGBTQ+ movements. Politics was integrated 
into elements of culture, especially music that 
people experienced daily. “My generation was 
rebelling, expanding, wearing blue jeans, and 
toppling the structures of authority all over 
the place,” Torie declares. “We were rewriting 
all the rules.”

I took away three key lessons from Torie 
that I am certain will embolden anyone inter-
ested in social change:

1. Political power is key
Torie’s generation changed people’s 

minds by inducing feminism, LGBTQ rights, 
environmentalism, and civil rights. But, they 
bypassed the only force with the ability to 
implement legal change: the government.  

Because the politicians who brought 
about the Vietnam War were liberal demo-
crats, Torie’s generation was skeptical of poli-
tics. The people whose ideas were changed by 
social movements did not occupy Washington 
DC. “We did not entrench our ideas in policy. 
We didn’t [promote social justice] in a way 
the permanently put the country in a progres-
sive direction,” she reflects.

As a result, Torie describes the conserva-
tive takeover as moving further and further 
towards the right, which she characterizes 
as the true resistance. Torie believes that the 
social justice left has been mischaracterized 
as the resistance, when in reality, they are the 
revolution.

As much as conservatives want to 
claim patriotism, the left cannot ignore it if 
they want to succeed. A true patriot accepts 
America’s dark sides and believes the country 
can grow into something positive through 
action. Torie points to WAVE, who succeeded 
in turning Orange County Blue by rooting 
themselves in a patriotic vision.

The conservatives are resistant to the 
revolution of social change, and they have 
political control right now. It is in the hands 
of our generation to swap that.

2. Balance is essential, no matter 
how radical you are

Anger is a natural human reaction to 
injustice, and too often, female anger is rec-
ognized as female insanity. Anger is a positive 
force that mandates positive change. However, 
anger loses its effectiveness when it becomes a 
source of close-minded rage.

Torie has always made an effort to 
prevent her circle from being closed-off to 
most viewpoints. Part of this is done through 
honoring anger but controlling it. This way, 
it does not become a “wildfire” of rage that 
drives people away.

There’s the Steinem approach which op-
poses anger, and the other extreme embodied 
by feminist Andrea Dworkin. Torie remembers 
seeing her speak in San Francisco using rage 
with limited effectiveness. “She was so angry, 

GIRLTALK MAGAZINE
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I could see the red energy coming out of her 
eyes and face and mouth,” she remembers. “I 
don’t remember a word she said. There was 
something mesmerizing about it, but there 
was also something destructive.”

Ultimately, Torie believes women need 
to own their anger because we all have it 
and women have not been allowed to use it 
enough. Just don’t forget to keep anger bal-
anced-after all, the goal is to get our message 
across.

3. If you’re meant to be an activist, 
you will be an activist.

While Torie was lucky to grow up in a 

time bursting with fresh social movements, 
her character easily interlocked with activ-
ism. She describes being mesmerized as she 
watched feminist Kate Millett declare, “It’s not 
‘penis envy’ women suffer from - it’s ‘penis 
power envy’. Men have all the power! We 
don’t wish we were men. We wish we shared 
power with them!” 

Pursuing societal engagement is be-
coming far less exclusive. Today, people have 
embraced integration of all forms. White fem-
inists can also fight for anti-racism-the two 
forms of activism are far from being mutually 
exclusive. 

A melting pot of liberal identities fighting 

for a cause is far more forceful than they are 
individually!

Another set of opportunities exists in the 
nonprofit sector. Social work can be a full-
time job or you can end your week engrossed 
in activity at a nonprofit that suits your 
interests. 

When it comes to work and social 
activities, activism does not have to be all-or-
nothing. 

Follow your intuition, Torie advises, and 
the pieces of life will settle into place exactly 
as they were meant to. “The most important 
thing for an activist to know is that you can 
live your whole life as an activist,” Torie says.

Despite the #MeToo movement’s unde-
niable success in exposing a wide range of 
sexual predators and launching a nationwide 
sexual assault conversation, the range of faces 
we see and voices we hear representing the 
movement is very limited. Although Tarana 
Burke, an African American woman, founded 
the movement, #MeToo has fallen prey to 
being co-opted as a convenient social justice 
hashtag by white, upper class women who 
spotlight stories of Hollywood actresses while 
ignoring experiences of people who are most 
likely to be victims of gender violence, who 
are minorities, queer, and/or socioeconomi-
cally disadvantaged. The #MeToo movement’s 
purpose should not be to maximize the 
number of high powered businessmen society 
can shame but should be to rather radically 
restructure the heavy imbalance of power that 
gave these businessmen the ability to abuse 
their power in the first place. Doing so re-
quires us to examine privilege in the #MeToo 
movement, which allows certain stories to be 
uplifted and other experiences to be ignored. 

The Need for 
Intersectionality 

in the #MeToo Movement   
by Eunice Park
OAKWOOD 
SECONDARY
SCHOOL

DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019



11

In fact, the #MeToo movement presents 
a troubling situation where despite the com-
mon hashtag meant to connect all victims 
of sexual violence in solidarity, this focus on 
highlighting victimhood and shaming perpe-
trators stops short of dismantling the system 
that allows such crimes to happen, and only 
further consolidates the division of power. 

Within the #MeToo survivor communi-
ty, the voices and needs of people who are 
minorities, queer, and/or socioeconomically 
disadvantaged are repeatedly shut down 
through the lenses of white America - of 
white newscasters, white celebrities, and white 
culture - which capitalizes off white tears and 
destroys survivor narratives of marginalized 
people with doubt and vengeance. 

There is an inextricable power relation-
ship that ties white society with these stories, 
whether it be through white media hypersex-
ualizing women of color or overwhelmingly 
white college administration boards setting 
inadequate policies for responding to sexual 
assault cases that make the legal process 
of reporting a rape especially daunting for 
financially disadvantaged people who do not 
have access to private legal services. #MeToo 

is not limited to a conversation based on 
reproductive organs and gender violence, but 
rather, is as relevant to broader conversations 
about race, privilege, socioeconomic status, 
and more - that supports the power structures 
that are perpetrating their oppression. 

No matter how uncomfortable this is, 
#MeToo needs to engage in these conversa-
tions, led by those who are most likely to face 
suppression. 

By uplifting stories of people who are 
minorities, queer, and/or socioeconomically 
disadvantaged, #MeToo can lead an inter-
sectional movement to restructure the power 
imbalance. 

However, it is necessary to recognize that 
the #MeToo movement cannot neatly be split 
into the priorities of white, privileged women 
and marginalized people. 

In fact, neatly defining the #MeToo 
movement into easily discernible, marketable 
sections is dangerous, as it ignores the vast 
gray area that separatist labels do not protect, 
whether it be legal protections for sex workers 
who have been sexually assaulted or murky 
experiences like the Aziz Ansari story, in 
which Ansari, a Hollywood actor, was accused 

of ignoring a woman’s uncomfortable body 
language during a sexual encounter. 

In order for the movement to be truly 
revolutionary, the #MeToo movement, which 
is multidimensional, must embrace the 
multicolored diversity of experiences of its 
people. In order for the movement to be truly 
revolutionary, the #MeToo movement must 
listen and be flexible in responding to unique 
concerns of marginalized voices. 

My hope for #MeToo is that people will 
shift away from viewing the movement’s 
success in terms of the number of people 
the movement exposes, but rather value its 
success in the diversity of people it uplifts. 

If we begin to shift away from the mind-
set of #MeToo being a transactional move-
ment, we can begin to expose more powerful 
narratives and spotlight more diverse people 
to be the leaders of the movement. 

Once we stop seeing #MeToo as a politi-
cal transaction of power, flexibility is created 
to engage in deeper discussions about broader 
issues of privilege to tackle other intersection-
al social justice issues. 

The future is intersectional, and I hope to 
see the #MeToo movement leading the way. 

GIRLTALK MAGAZINE
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It seems that now, more than ever, the 
role of women in the public sphere is finally 
taking root. This is demonstrated with this 
year’s heated political atmosphere surround-
ing the midterm elections, a record-shattering 
number of over 100 women now holding 
seats in the House of Representatives, and, 
arguably the most formidable force of them 
all, the #MeToo movement that has been 
catapulting activists to the center stage. 

All of this makes it sound like we are 
finally reaching a state of linear growth. But, 
just as we feel like women are, at last, being 
accepted as a legitimate force to be reckoned 
with, the most unexpected conflict arises. The 
feminists that fearlessly fought through the 
tyrannically male-dominated world, are now 
fighting against each other and at the center 
of it is the #MeToo movement.

As the feminist is gaining more and 
more power, it becomes increasingly more 
crucial to ascertain your stance on hot topic 
issues. Where you stand on certain issues 
dictates not only how you vote, but also sets 
a model for how you present yourself to other 
people, including other feminists. With the 
growth of the women’s movement, it seems 
that there comes a point in which you, the 
feminist, must decide for yourself if you are 
willing to scrap and brawl, tooth and nail, to 
the very end. This is where the great divide 
emerges. On one side, we have the feminists 
that earnestly fight with an aggressive “all 
or nothing” attitude, and, on the other, we 
have the feminists that are beginning to feel 
uncomfortable. 

Some feminists are paving the path to 
equality with a step of caution. Others are 

banging pots and pans together, unsatisfied, 
still. Those wary of making a big splash argue 
a case for women to grow thicker skin, that if 
we make too much noise, the world will stop 
listening altogether. But, this ask of women 
to tolerate the ignorance of others strikes a 
nerve with the opposing feminist. It is unfair, 
they argue, to ask of women to tolerate the 
oppressive violence that is disproportionately 
targeted at women. Not only does it sweep 
legitimate complaints under the rug, it sets 
a bad precedent for what does and does not 
cross the line of misbehavior. When we arbi-
trarily say that a certain instance of assault 
is not violent enough to be taken seriously, 
we silence an entire generation of women 
into being too scared to speak about their 
experiences.

When explained through these terms, it 
seems that these two types feminists are more 
opposites that they are alike. But, it is integral 
to understand that the “individualist” feminist 
still provides for an in route to the outcome 
that “social” feminist wants. Individualists 
circle around the idea that the role of a 
woman is not to fit into the mold that #MeToo 
assigns to them. 

From the outlook of an individualist, 
the #MeToo movement is counterintuitive. A 
woman who decides to come forward about 
their experience is no longer responsible for 
solely their own healing. From then on, the 
responsibility of being a sort of ambassador of 
the movement is shoved onto them. A survi-
vor of assault who is then put on a pedestal as 
a model for other women to look up to. This, 
through the individualist outlook, does not 
fall in line with the #MeToo value of treating 

women as individuals with the ability to say 
“no.” Individualists call for the empowerment 
of women to not come from forcing the world 
to change itself, but instead for the woman 
to empower herself through taking actions 
to wane the negative effects of the inevitably 
violent world.

The social feminist, taking another view 
of the women’s movement, wields the #MeToo 
movement as its most formidable tool. To 
them, the movement provides a space in 
which women are able to speak out about 
their experiences and are heard. To the social 
feminist, the movement is where the singular 
woman can become plural women, a force 
more powerful when united. #MeToo is seen 
as a movement that allows for the individual 
woman to be a part of a community of people 
ready to stand up for and with her.

It’s only when we are able to understand 
these two types of feminism are we able to see 
that the conflict between feminists is not truly 
a conflict as it may seem at first glance. Ulti-
mately, it is not realistic to believe that femi-
nism stands up for only one kind of woman, 
or even if it’s exclusive to women at all. The 
fluidity of feminism and the protection that 
the movement extends itself to touches on so 
many more groups that makes it impossible 
to see a resolve generated through only one 
outlook of feminism.

 After all, the world is a garden of roses, 
and our feminists are the thorns. They are 
fierce, they are alert, and they protect the 
integrity of the garden. You will never see 
a thorn bending to the intrusive hand of a 
stranger; it is the hand that will remember the 
sting of the thorns.
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